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2015 INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION of BYRON SOCIETIES GENERAL MEETING  

 

Meeting was called to order at 3:04pm by Joint Presidents, Alan Rawes, Jonathan Gross, and Naji 

Oueijan. Including officers, 19 members were in attendance.  

 

1. Alan Rawes started the meeting calling for a representative [from each society present] to be 

chosen to vote on various items, though there was ‘nothing controversial’ facing the meeting 

this year. There was a moment of silence to remember both Peter Cochran and Afrim 

Karagjozi. 

 

2. Jonathan Gross reported on the student Messolonghi conference (2015). Rosa Florou sent 

her regrets for not being able to attend—due to the Greek financial crisis and her husband’s 

health. Jonathan briefly spoke on the importance of the Messolonghi conference, as it has 

entered its 10th year [and] has been [an invaluable experience] for so many students now 

working on PhDs in Byron and Romanticism studies. Through Jonathan Gross, Rosa Florou 

has requested donations for a refurbishment of the memorial column to Byron in 

Messolonghi, where he ‘breathed his last’. Rosa Florou sent a PowerPoint presentation of 

before and after pictures of the restoration. She has kindly asked for donations ($2,000 has 

been raised) towards the $17,000 bill. A round of applause was ordered for Rosa Florou for 

all of her hard work and dedication—not just for the conference, but organizing the 

refurbishment of the memorial as well as financially helping students in need, once they arrive 

in Greece.  

David McClay inquired about how to make financial contributions to assist Rosa Florou with 

payment. Jonathan Gross did not have specific information, but suggested an email directly to 

Rosa Florou. David McClay proposed that there be a link made on the IABS website.  

 

3. Naji Oueijan called for the Georgia AGM minutes to be approved. A motion was called: Eric 

Wishart proposed; Allan Gregory second. The minutes were approved with no objections.  

 

4. Naji Oueijan asked Peter Francev to report the Advisory Board Meeting’s minutes. (See 

attached minutes.) Then Eric Wishart presented the finances to the AGM. There are several 

national societies that have not been paying their annual dues to the IABS. The most 

expensive payment made in 2014 was a payment made to the Yiannis Hatzis, the IABS 

webmaster, in the amount of €750. Also, £500 has been set aside for this year’s winner of the 

Elma Dangerfield Award. He said that monies for the IABS are in three separate accounts, at 

three different banks. He wants to consolidate the funds into one bank, one account. He also 

stated that given the particulars of UK finance law, there should be an additional signatory in 

addition to Eric Wishart and David McClay. Lord Robin Byron and Alan Rawes were 

mentioned as possible signatories. Naji Oueijan nominated Lord Robin Byron; Eric Wishart 

nominated Alan Rawes. Naji Oueijan requested a motion for Lord Robin Byron. David 
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McClay proposed; Allan Gregory seconded. David McClay proposed Alan Rawes ; Bernard 

Beatty seconded. There were no objections.  

 

 

5. Student Bursaries: Alan Rawes reported that there is an application process in place, that 

there was only one person who applied this year, but that we need to spend the money set 

aside for student bursaries as it is earmarked specifically for students. So, three more 

individuals were recommended by the Advisory Board as qualifying for a bursary; a total of 

four students will therefore be helped by the bursary funds this year. It will be a one-time 

payment. In future years, there needs to be more advertising by all societies so that the 

greatest number of students will be reached. The four students chosen for this year are: 

Samantha Crain, Peter Francev, Hamide Bahman Pour, and Grace Nakhoul. There was also a 

call for donations to and sponsors of the student bursary fund. 

 

6. Thanking of conference organizers: Jonathan Gross thanked Mirosława Modrzewska and 

Maria Fengler, and presented them with gifts, adding that one of the great things about IABS 

conferences is that we get to travel the world, learn about places that we thought that we 

knew, and meet with colleagues to foster an understanding of our scholarship and our 

cultures. The dean was presented with a bottle of scotch; the student helpers were presented 

with tartan scarves. Finally, Jonathan Gross thanked Peter Francev for all that he has done as 

IABS Joint Secretary at this conference. 

 

7. Elma Dangerfield Award: This year’s winner was announced: Clara Tuite’s Lord Byron and 

Scandalous Celebrity. Frederick Burwick was formally asked to join the academic committee. 

David McClay mentioned the importance of Mary O’Connell’s book, as well as having the 

IABS put pressure on publishers and libraries for book exhibits at future conferences. Alan 

Rawes proposed that we approach publishers to come to conferences, and that a shortlist be 

mentioned in the future.  

 

8. Future Conferences: Naji Oueijan stated that in Georgia Paris had been chosen for the 2016 

conference. Prior to Gdansk, the Joint Presidents received a proposal from Prof. Samvuel 

Abrahamian for Yerevan, Armenian, to be the site of the 2017 conference. Naji Oueijan 

presented a PowerPoint with detailed outline and proposal. It is as follows. Theme: ‘Byron, 

Time, and Space’. Dates: 29 June-4 July 2017; Cost: $250 for conference registration, gala 

dinner, all lunches and coffee/tea breaks, though students will attend the conference for free; 

$ 60 a night for a single room, or, at the university guest house (a 3-4* hotel), $90/night for a 

double room (students would have a reduced rate of $30/night). Naji Oueijan also noted that 

this would be one of, if not the. least expensive IBS conference to-date.  

 

Alan Rawes invited comments. Allan Gregory stated that it was ‘well-presented’. Naji Oueijan 

expressed concern that the conference be as inexpensive as possible for students. Bernard 

Beatty said that since there is ‘no alternative’ for 2017, it is a good proposal. According to 

Beatty, we should ‘accept’ the proposal and ‘warmly write back immediately’. Frederick 



3 
 

Burwick moved to accept Armenia; Allan Gregory suggested Portugal. Piya Pal-Lipinski 

recommended that the conference, lodging, and excursion fees be decoupled so as to have a 

more flexible? breakdown of fees. Alan Rawes agreed. Naji Oueijan then called for a vote on 

Armenia. Bernard Beatty proposed; Frederick Burwick seconded. Yerevan, Armenia, was 

therefore chosen as the location of the 2017 IABS conference. Alan Rawes then mentioned 

that there has also been some discussion of a conference in Ravenna in 2018 and one in 

Edinburgh in 2019.  

 

9. Proposal for Future Conferences: Alan Rawes told the meeting that a proposal to help raise 

funding for students to attend had been made. The proposal was this: that 10% of any 

surplus garnered by an IABS conference should go directly into the IABS’s student bursary 

fund. Naji did not want to deplete funds solely for student funds. David McClay stated that 

that was an ‘excellent suggestion’, but thought that societies making a profit from IABS 

conference should be requested, not obliged, to make such a contribution to the IABS 

student fund. Further queries and concerns were raised by Allan Gregory and Eric Wishart, 

and it was thought the issue required further thought and discussion. No decision was 

reached on the matter at this meeting, and the matter will therefore be raised at future 

meetings for further consideration. 

 

No new business. Meeting was adjourned at 4:20pm. 

 


